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Updated Position on COVID-19 Vaccination in Pregnancy Following AIH Review 
 
Dear the President and Members of the RACGP, RANZCOG, and Respective Medical Defence 
Organisations, 
 

We write to formally bring to your attention a significant update regarding the administration 
of COVID-19 mRNA vaccines during pregnancy, following a reassessment by the Australian 
Immunisation Handbook (AIH) and related international developments. 
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Based on post-market surveillance data, evolving epidemiology, and emerging safety signal 
evaluations, the AIH has revised its position. It no longer recommends routine administration of 
COVID-19 mRNA vaccines to pregnant patients (AIH source). 
 

In light of this, we urge your respective colleges and legal advisory bodies to promptly notify 
your members and take the following measures: 
 

1. Update Clinical Guidance for GPs, Obstetricians, and Perinatal Care Providers 
Informed consent discussions must reflect the current evidence base, including the following 
considerations which includes the fact that the original trial did not include pregnant women in their 
assessment. 
 

●​ The initial Pfizer and Moderna clinical trials excluded pregnant women (JAMA, Feb 2021). 
●​ Safety and Efficacy of the mRNA of the BNT162b2mRNA  Covid-19 Vaccine (nejm.org) 
●​ Safety and Efficacy of the BNT162b2mRNA Covid -19 Vaccine through 6 months (nejm.org)  
●​ The Lancet noted that risks were unassessed in this group (Lancet Editorial). 
●​ A Harvard commentary outlined autonomy concerns (Harvard commentary). 
●​ Covid-19 Vaccines: Impact on pregnancy outcomes and menstrual function (jpands.org) 
●​ The Cleveland Clinic study linked higher infection risk with more vaccine doses (Cleveland 

Clinic, 2023). 
 

2. Review Medical Indemnity Risk 
Medical indemnity providers must consider updating risk assessments in light of the AIH shift: 
Practitioners continuing to recommend or administer COVID-19 vaccines to pregnant women without 
updated consent processes may incur increased medicolegal exposure. 
 

3. Support Open Dialogue and Evidence-Based Practice 
Support robust discussion of biological mechanisms, evolving evidence, and policy reform. 
 

We trust in your leadership to help ensure Australian clinicians remain informed, legally 
protected, and aligned with evolving best practice. 
 

Sincerely,​
 

Australian Medical Professionals Society 
 
 
 
 

https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2776540
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2034577
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2110345
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2820%2931029-1/fulltext
https://petrieflom.law.harvard.edu/2021/04/16/pregnant-clinical-trials-safety-autonomy
https://www.jpands.org/vol28no1/thorp.pdf
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2023.06.09.23290893v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2023.06.09.23290893v1
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